Introduction
The history of transatlantic relations makes abundantly clear that Europeans and Americans, while sharing many interests, values and views, have often also had divergent ideas on specific policies. While this is hardly disputed, several scholars and commentators further claim that, with developments such as the end of the Cold War and the growing unilateralism of American foreign policy, combined with the increasing economic assertiveness of the European Union, the nature of transatlantic relations has now fundamentally changed and that Europeans and Americans no longer share the same view of the world, whatever may have been the historical situation. This is neither the first time the death bell has been rung for the Atlantic community 1 nor the only case in which assessments of the transatlantic relations run widely apart. For some observers, the 'history of American-European relations after World War II appears to present itself as an endless series of conflicts ' (Lundestad, 2003: 3), but others take a different perspective and see the North Atlantic Area as a stable 'zone of peace. ... that sets it apart from other regions of the world and political orders of past eras' (Ikenberry, 2008: 6-7) .
This divergence of views comes as no surprise since the Atlantic order is a political arrangement among sovereign states quite different from previous ones in history and, as such, difficult to understand through the traditional lenses of international power politics. In particular, if we do not take into account the 'intermestic' nature of transatlantic issues (a term coined by Manning (1977) to cover the interaction between the domestic and international levels), we miss the very nature of its crises and we are led to prematurely cry wolf on the state of Euro-American relations.
In this chapter we examine the recent evolutions in the state of Transatlantic relations, in order to assess whether and to what extent there is indeed -as is often alleged -a transatlantic gap and whether it is getting wider or not. We will do so by looking first at what are the main characteristics of the Atlantic order, as it developed over the years, and we will then focus our attention on mass attitudes, aware that this is only one of several angles through which one can assess the nature and evolution of Transatlantic relations. We argue that the transatlantic order rests on four fundamental dimensions, along which one can compare the state of mutual relations and their stability. These are: (1) a shared definition of threats to the constituted order; (2) a sense of community among the members of this order; (3) support for the main transatlantic institutional mechanisms of cooperation and coordination and, finally, (4) the readiness to use force to defend this order if needed.
Theoretically, these four dimensions nicely fit with different theoretical perspectives about the sources, nature and consequences of the transatlantic order: Realism in its different varieties, 2 Liberal institutionalism (e.g., Adler and Barnett, 1998; Deutsch, 1957; Ikenberry, 2011) and Constructivism (Risse, 1995; Wendt, 1999 ) diverge as to both the sources of order in Transatlantic relations -the nature of the threats, the role of institutions, the importance of sense of community -and the consequences of these factors on national policy preferences and intraAtlantic coordination.
To these four elements we can add a fifth element that is relevant in the context of this book, the ideological divide between Left and Right that introduces a domestic perspective to explain the transatlantic divide. The latter is theoretically relevant according to those foreign policy theories (e.g., Auerswald, 2000; Gaubatz, 1999; Putnam, 1988) that stress the role of the interaction between domestic and international factors. Before entering into the analysis of how public opinion has evolved on each of them, we shortly discuss each of the four elements of the Transatlantic order in some detail.
A first element of this order is the definition of what the threats are to this order and whether there are differences in the perception of threat that might divide the US and Europe. Perception of threats is often considered to be the litmus test of the differing European and American worldviews. The second dimension concerns the sense of affinity and similarity among Europeans and Americans, with particular reference to anti-Americanism -in Europe -and anti-Europeanism in the United
